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CHAPTER 11I.—CosTixuen,

Lincoln’s rugeged features had alv
ready begum to take on & shade ot
enxiety. The lines were digging far-
ther in about the sombre eyes and the
broad humorous mouth by the time the
tall, gaunt president, in the abnormally
1all top hat—the fashion of the day—
took to driving out to Kalorama in the
August evenings, Mr, Secretary Seward
dwarfing at his side—to take the alr
#nd look at the one western brigade
of all the commands then being mold-
ed by Gen. MeClellan Into what was
to become the grand army of the Po-
tomac. While at first Massachusatts,
New York and Penngylvania had been
represented in the huge command as-
gigned to Fred Benton's general, with
one exception all eastern reglments
were transferred to other divisions as
more Badgers arrived, and finally,
when the first frosts of October had
tuined the Virginia ghores to fire and,
strongly entrenched, the unlon army
covered the long front from Alexan-
dria to beyond the Chaln Bridge, it
was & brigade of four strong, stalwart
regiments, three from Wisconsin and
one [rom Indlana, not an easiern or
middle state represented in their ar-
ray, that this compact command was
designated, of all others, to encamp
upon the benutiful Arlington  estate,
and the genera]l and his staffl wera di-
rected to occupy as headquarters the
fine old mansion, long the seat of a
famons family. The Badger hrigadier
moved In and took possession of the
homestead of his old-time friend and
asgociate in the corps of engineers,
when as junlor oMeers they were bulld-
ing Fort Monroe, and 4,000 men of the
west pitehed thelr white tents on the
Iands of Virginia's knightly soldier—
Rabert B. Lee,

CHAPTER IV.
WHAT WAS FOUND AT MANASSAS,

Dark and drenry the winter of the
firat yenr of the war closed in ou the
camps about the capial. Between the

«Loug Bridge and the helghts of Ar-

lington' lay & sea of mwd. Dull recd,
the Virginia roads were gullied deep
by the wheels of cannon, ambulance
and army wagon that sank now Lo the
very hubg in sticky mirve, and (ime
and again stalled the nedded supplles
almost within sight of their destina-
tion. Imn valn the darky drivers dou-
bled thelr teams and pHed lash and
blasphemy. Hour after hour the or-
der would ring through the swarming
sireets of the nearest camp: "Turn
out, hoys—more wagons stuck In the
mg!" and by whole companles, regu-
lars or volunteers, the men would
wide knee-deep to the scene, and with
fence rails as levera and drag ropes
over the brawny shoulders, prying,
pushing, hauling and shouting they
would “yank" the heavy rolling stock,
one by one, from the slough of their
despond and tide them over to the next
camp beyond, and so, from slough to
elough, pass them on their final destl-
nation,

But while the roads and fats were
quagmires, up along the wooded
helghts the ground was fairly dry and
well drained, and there the four regi-
ments, three of which had  drilled
throtigh August on the broad, level
plateau of Kalorama, and much of the
early fall abont Chain Bridge, were
now kept from morn till night buslly
al their soldler task, The general held
that the less time soldiers had to kil
the happler and heartler they were,
and determined was he that the splens
did material conflded to- his chavge
should be molded inte equally splen-
did, scldierly shape—that the one ex-
clugively wedtern brigade of the now
well-organized army should be second
to none in point of Instruction; discls
piine and efficiency. To this end, drills
by equad, company and battalion, all
three, were of dally oceurrence, fol-
lowed by dress parade at sundown,
and all this supplemented by long,
gearching inspections every Sunday
morning.  Presently, too, he was alle,
by & mile march through the woods, to
reach an open plain out toward Ball's
cross roads, and there have brigade
evolutions twice & weak., Then the full
uniform of the vegulars had been
drawn for the entire command, the In-
dinna boyvs shedding the semi-Zounve
garb of gray in favor of the armp
blue, as had certain of their Wiseon-
gin comrades at Chain Bridge as early
as September. One Badger regiment,
the Second, whose men lorded it some-
what over thelr fellows because they
had been all thiough Bull Run and,
despite fairly heavy logses, retived in
good order—had even obtalned the
naiut, stiff, Kossuth hat, looped up on
one glde and garnished with cord and
brasses and feathera—the headgear of
the regnlars al the time—and were
dubbed the “Black Hats" by envious
comrades of other commands, Thelr
original field officers had disappeared
somewhere about the time of that ini-
tial battle, and In thelr place had come
a stocky . -little Dblack-bearded West
Polnter as colonel, with a most sol-
dierly ex-capinin of state militia as
his second, and then the whole brigade
had to be fitted out with white gloves,
and some nearby regulars were de-
tailed to show them how best to polish
thelr belts and boxes, and great was
the competition among the four regi-
ments to win the honor of headgquar-
ters guard and orvderlles,

Then, ag [reezing weatherset in with

December and it became possible for
carriages to come bumping and sway-

ing over the foy bowlders and |
into which the almost liquid mud had
been traneformed, many generals of
rank, and-statesmen by the score, and
even the president himself, began pay-
ing visits to Arlington and bringing
cuMons and distinguished foreigners
‘with them,

There was one mm'wmu

rema, ard. after he had chutted with
the generni » while, he would drive
thrcigh the jegimental camps to re-
cejve the mumultuous greeting of “the
boys,” to wave his hat and smile at
them, and sometimes, when they
crowded about him, to stop and shake
hands with the nearmost, and once or
twice o tell some whimsical story
that would set his hearers shouting
with glee,

Dut if the rugged features beamed
with kindliness and sympuathy early in
the December days and had ever &
smile In return for the greeting of the
shouting boys in biue, senior officers
who best knew him became aware of
& growing anxiety and impatience on
his part ere Christmas came In, and
the crowded camps were jubilant with
leasting and good cheer. The beloved
Hitle commanding general had been
taken 41l with a fever and confined to
his bed. The president to whom he
owed his appointment had as}yet no
Information as to that general’s plans,
and, strange a¢ it may seem, the two
or three men in his, McClellan's, con-
fidence were strangers at the white
house and the departments. When,
In his anxiety and sympathy, the pres-
Ident called In person at the invalid's
house, he wis neither asked to the bed-
side nor given information as (o when
the general would be anble fo resume
duty, As a cunsequence the president
had to turn to other sources, and
Fred's divislon commander, MeDowell,
was the fi~st he sought. He was for-
ever asking questions as to the con-
dition of the roads, the possibility of
moving guns amd. traing, and showing
not a little eagerness when told that
through January, at least, they owght
to be hard and firm, but rough.

Ang yet, save for more drills and
ceremonies, and in spite of the ¢lamor
of the nation, the press and the gov-
ernment, the army moved not, and the
fine: weather of December was gobe
and Januery came, and stories went

LA
e

UNOW, WHAT HAVE YOU GOT TO

BAY "

from fire to fire that the president and
the people had become lrritated at the
long delay, and that Little Mac was
being urged and importuned and even
blamed. *“Let Little Muc alope," sald
the boys. “He konows what he's
about;™ for even in their impatience
nothing could shake thelr loyalty.

At last the president took the law
into his haudg and issued bis first or-
for divpeting the advance of an army
in the field. And at last, 1ts corps or-
canization completed pow—though
with generals not of MceClellan’s cholce
—to the glorious musie of the Innumer-
abla bands, in splendid weather and in
aplendid spirits, the long blve columrs
filed out from the shelter of the cir-
2ling fortifications and took the road
to Centreviile.

Promotion bad by this time carried
Fred's division commander to the head
of 4 corps and his brigade commander
to the head of the fine division, in
which until now the wild western.
ey hed  Dbeen  ntmbered a8 the
First  brigade. Now they became
the Third, and were both aston-
ished and disgusted to find that
their nunierieal destination de-
pended not, 88 they were Inclined to
say, on thelr soldlerly superlority, but
upua the relative rank of the brigade
commuander. It galled them, to tell the
truth, to find that the promoiion to
division rank of the West Point sol-
dier who had organized, drilled and
taught them from the start, involved
a corresponding sethack for them-
selves, Some Badgers took the matter
20 much to heart as to declare that
the general should have declined pro-
motion—let somebody else step up to
the command of the division rather
than see his old comrades moved from
the right to the left of the line, from
front to rear of the column. In vain
were they asstired that It really made
no earthly difference, that the brigade
would take turns at the head of the
column on the march, and, ag for the
line of battle, they would get Jjust as
much fighting pn the left as on the
right.

However, the brigade strode away
most vigorously on the march to Ma-
nasses, wag one of the first to reach
the storied stream that wound along

‘at the foot of the heighis, was one of

the most disgusted to And the “Impreg-
nnble system of powerfol works" held
only by Quaker guns and abandoned
impedimenta, bnt to Fred Benton and
his general there came a lvely sensa-
tion in the report from the lips of the
bearded colone! of the “Black Hats."
His men had stumbled on u lot of let-
tere and luggage unaccountably left be-
hind even in the calm deliberation of
the confederate withdrawal—the prop-
erty of certaln officers of the Eleventh
Alabama,

(HAPTER V.
A BTARTLING HESEMBLANCH.

Most skillfully and lelsurely had
“Joe'" Johnston, the confederate com-
mander, withdrawn his army to the
line of the upper Rappabannock.
When the first of the unlon cavalry
\'r‘" Averell came twinkling into

w along the heights of Ouu-l'rllln

'ml res of
h | re

“Little Mac” had sent bis By eorie |

forward to the scene of MoDowell's
defeat of the previous Juiy, and for a
whole day ¥Fred Benton and his Badger
comrades wandered about the Jume-
tion, the Henry house, the Warrenion
pike and the old Stone Bridge, gather-
ing relics and information, and It was
while so ocenpled that a squad of busy
searchers had stumbled on two or
three boxes in an abandomed hut—
boxes that when burst open were found
to contain |etters, papers and clothing
belonging to men of the Eleventh Ala-
bams, and as luck would have it, to
First Lieut. Pan] Ladue,

“Now, whit hive you got to say?
demanded officers of the Montgomery
guard, & home company, as one of
them shook under Benton's paling
face an open letter addressed to Ladue.
“Will you own up that he was & reb
all the time?”

“No," sald Benton sadly. “He would
have remained there taking care of his
old father if ft hmdn’t been for that
mob, and more than one of your men
was in it, Capt. O'Kane, as you very
well know,"

Eight months had passed and the
mitter of that purloined letter was as
deep a mystery as ever, and now here
a4t Manassas, and, of all others, to the
men of the Budger brigade had come
confirmation of the statement inglsted
on by McKinnon and denounced as n lle
and forgery by Paul Ladue—that the
flery young southerner was actually
an officer of the Eleventh Alabama.
The absent are ever in the wrong, and
with gad heart poor Fred listened to
the chorus of denunclation that fol-
lowed the dlscovery. He knew that
within 48 hours a dozen letters would
be flying homeward with the exeiting
news, 20 what was the use of attempt-
Ing to suppress it?

By his gencral's advice he wrote to
his father forthwith, telling him of the
finding of letters and lugegage belong-
ing to Paul, the leiters all tending to
show that he wus now an officer of the
Ileventh Alabema—Dbut that he, Fred
still believed Paul's statement to the
effect that he had accepted neither
commigsion nor appointment up to
the time he was banished from his
northefn home. The general added
some words of his own, and then as
a courier was o start for Washington
from MeDowell's headguarters thar
evening, Fred was given leave to ride
thither, and thereby sasure thelr let-
ters going ahead of the others,

It'was an unusually bright and beay.
tiful afterncon, as, followed by hla or
derly, the young officer took the Suds
ley Springs road and wrotted away
northward in search of the corps coms
miander. Asg he came in view of the
now famous Henry house and  the
cleared fields up the slope to the right,
It lacked two hours to sunset. He was
now barely & mile from the Warren-
ton pike and, with abundant time tc
spare, he decided to ride to the crest
unid have a look at the battle ground
of the previouns yvear, In front of him
100 yards away, stood the old Virginia
homestead ahout whose walls the bat-
tle raged that hot July Sunday of the
vear gone by—Dbeneath whose shattered
rool the poor mother died, stricken
by whirring fragments of ghell. Riding
thither and skirting the enclosure, he
pasged on, unchecked by silent, salut-
ing guardsmen, and as he rode some-
thing prompred. him to glance toward
the houses agaln, and there at a jagged
shell hole, just under the eaves, peers
ing at him helween the shatiered clap-
boards, his kﬂeu ayes caught an (nstant
glimpse of a hageard face—a face that,
at his glance, was instantly withdrawn.

Three minutes later, out on the
northward edge of the plateau, he un-
slung his field-glags to study the conn-
try ontspread before him. Still think-
ing of the face at that jagged hole,
gome gudden Impulse prompted him
to quickly turn in saddle, to bring the
powerful lenses to bear on a ittle win-
dow under the peal of the roof of the
Henry house, and there was the foce
again, furtlve, frightened, he conld
swear, and again, Instantly It popped
out of sight,

But his heart had given leap as sud.
den as the sight, He whirled his
horse  to the leftabout and rode
straight for the rear entrance to the
garden, Another moment and, dis-
mounting, he rapped loudly at the
door, A tall, slim man of middle age
appearad and, with grave courtesy but
without welcome In his tones, asked
the purpoge of his coming.

“I am Lieut, Benton, sir—aide de-
camp to the general commanding the
divigion gvarding your premises, and
I have a question to ask as to the oe-
cupant of your garref."

Instantly there came from just with-
in the doorway to an inner room a half
stifled cry—a gasp—a rustle of akirts,
The tall man turned thither a quick
glanoe of warning and rebuke, then,
visibly paler, again faced his cailer.

[To Be Continued.]

" An Unuttered Thought.

Two Irishmen serving in an English
regiment were good chums until
Rooney was rudsed to the rank of
sergeant. Forthwith his chest ox-
panded, and from that time on he
looked down on McGrane.

One day MeGirane approached
Rooney, and said, “Mike—1 mean ger-
geant—s'pose a private stepped up to
i sergeant, and called him a concelted
mankey, phwat wud happen?”

“He'd be put in the gvard-house.”

e wud?"

|IH‘ ‘.ud‘ll

"Well, now g'pose the private on’y
thotight the sergeant was a concoited
monkey, and didn't say a wurd about
ft. Wud he be put in the gyard-
hotge?"

“Av coorse not."

“Well, thin, we'll lave it go at that.”
~—Youth's Companion.

Going » Roundabout Way.
Some time ago Dr. Gott, now bishop
of Truro, was traveling on the Lon-
don underground rallway. One of his

fellow-passengers was a religlous man:

of the aggressive type, who Ig always
anxlous for the souls of others, but
has nothing in the way of a white te
to explain the fact to the world at
large.

Quoth the enchusiast, Wh‘are are
you going to?"

answered, “to  Victoria statlon,” to

whioh'hh ‘companfon replied. “'m go-

Ing to Heaven."

“8o, 1 hope; am 1." said the future
| bighop, "bul'n going via Vidtorin"-=
Onlooker,

Dr. Gott, with hig gentle manner,

.l‘l“\‘!

She—And so your late relative ilved to be 100 years old, Did he retaln

his facuities until the last?

He—Well, we haven't read the will vet.—Northern Budget.

TO HIDE THE FIREPLACE.

Fill It with Greenery to Take Away
Reminder of Heat and Add Other
Decoration If Desired.

Now s the tlme when omr attention
must be (urned to the decoration of
our grates. Iires will have been done
away, and spring cleaning accom-
plighed, and the fireplace will have a de-
serted, forsaken appearance, and (he
glowing embers of yesterday must be
replaced in some way or other.

Of course, screens are to be bought,
but good ones are expensive, and, after
all, there |s u great deal of sameness in
the ready-made article. Clever fingers,
with very little expense of time and ma-
terial, may manufariure something
more origingl—such, for example, as
our sketch Jlustrates,

Against a backeground of greenery,
which may consist of pots of palms,
ferns, ete. or of vases filled with
branches of ocak, beech, tr any other
woodlapd foliage, siands & gigantie
apider’'s web, whith, i o wise discrim-
inetion be exercised iu the choice of

FOR BCMMER DAYS,

tolor, will have a very rvealistic effect,
A leaf-green sheet aof cardboard should
be selectod, or this not belng obtain:
alble, whiel cardboard should be palnt-
ed bver In ol or water-calors, shading
bere and there, Cut ont a cirele of thls
and divide into eight sections by lines
drawn across gl aeross, god then curve
he ddge of ench sgeetion to the shape
depicted,

Obtaln some sllver tinsel, and stretch
neross the middle from point to point,
and then, commencing at the edge, wind
the tingel round and tomud, untll the
surface Is covered mod (he conter ls
reéached, [t will be found necessary to
tack the tinsel here and there to keep
it in the required curved position. To
keep the whole in position, some sup.
port must be placed hehind the sereen,
For this a good plan would be to take a |
length of thicl, strong wire, hend it to
form an angle, the apex of which should
be sewn In the center of the back, the
twa ends belng attashed to fwo of the
points of the web, and continuing to
the ground. The portionof them which
18 expoged to view should be concealed
by a lengih of tinsel twisted round
them,

ABOUT TABLE ETIQUETTE.

Very Good People Ave Careless of
Ceremony Sometimeés, But It
Is Regretiable,

Firat of all,
table,
leaf forward to cateh mouthfols; noth-
ing looks worse than 1o see a person
doing this.

A mannaturally standsuntil the woms-
en at the table are all seated, and if a
woman should come to the table alter
everyone Is seated, the men should rise
and remain standing until she i seated,
This, of course, is more likely to hap-
pen in a cafe or hotel dining-room than
in the home life, but even at home thig
principle must be carried ont. It is a4
point that every man should remem-
ber, and even the children should be
teught to practice It on all oceasions.

Talking of this reminds me of what [
saw recently in & ballroom. An elderly
woman of distinetion was walking with
her escort around the room. As she
passed a man of her nequalntance she
bowed very graciously, and the man,
instead of rising, merely inclined his

learn to sit erect at the

head. What a lack of good breeding |
wis shown in that one simple act of his. |

But, to return to the eligustte of the
table, on entering the dining-room for
any meal precedonce (8 given 1o the
lady of the house, and It is & graceful

courtesy for her hushand or son to place |
Informal
dinners or luncheons the |l[1ﬂﬁ‘ﬁ.ﬂ_ leads |

her chair for her. At dmall,
the way, Inviting her guesis o follow,
At a cafe or hotel dining-room the head
walter shows the way to the table, The
chaperone and women enter the room
first, followed by the men.

At large dinners the men and women
enter the dining-room arm-in-arm.
When sested the women remove thelir
gloves and put them in thelr laps, un.
fold the napkin once and lay it across
their knees,

Wrinlkles.

Wrinkles and creases should always
be massaged In the opposite direction—
that |s upward and outward, It 18 well
to learn the anatomy of the fuce before
ajtempting to erase wrinkles. The gen-
eral rule given above Is established, but
does not provide for exceptions in in-
dividual cases.

lin Gowns.
Moft muslin gowns In delicate colcis
areé being made with white lace or
baliste- mhmdnry yokes and guimpas,
Similarly, gowns of eyelet embrofdery
have guimpes of plain material, nsual:
In texture.

Jthan the medium-priced goods. and

Do not lounge o your chair nor !

FASHIONS FOR CHILDREN.

Blue Cottons Liked for Children’s
Clothes and for Their Conts Pon-
gees and Shepherd Plaids.

In color. a shade of blue somewhat
deeper than the poreelain of last scason

seems to be the prime favorite. It comes
In all sorts of wash fabrics, from a
serviceable chambray at ten cenis a

yard, through the various priced mer-
corized effects, to the best quality of
linen, As to cholee, experienced moth.
ers say that either extreme s better

very pretty effects are ovolved from
the cheaper chambray stitched with

white and trimmed with a bit of bhand
| embroidery, The most desirable of
those Hitle frocks are made with sep
arate collar, gulmpes or berthas, and
the handwork in white gcalloping how-
knots, fleir-de-1is of small geometrical
| powderlings appear on thege
| pleves,

For all-white coats of a dressy char.
acter elther pongee or o highly-finished
sk s employel
fetas or corded sk Is seen In coats.
The new sieoves are roomy in the arm-
hole and stand out smartly, even asg
\those worn by older women. In eolored
coals nothing {5 more desirable than
the small checks pr shepherd’s plald in
hWlack and white. The smartest checked
voats gre the almplest, but they show
bilaek stitioling with straps and buftons
of black velvet, A litle gaver are the
same checks, piped aml faced with red
and trimmed with gold buttons. Red
and white, alivays an effestive conibing-
tion for dark chlldren, 14 used this gum-
mer, and gay little coats of cardinal red
g1k ave made with collars showing Eng

lish eyelet work, o very simple stiteh to
!thq!lil\“ done In heavy white silk. An-
| other gay coat was of bright red cloth
lned with red and white checked sk,
and finished with a collarof white lace.

Separiate |

Very Hitle plaln tat- |

But the obsgerving nother will oon re-
allze that the simpler stvles are !1:-:l
smarter this season, and she will not be ]
appalled at ithe prospect of excesgive |
trimming.

Fancy sivaws, in qualnt pole sbapes
and trimmed simply with flowers, ar
In vogue, and sofl effects are socured by
facing these hats with wee shirvings
or triple Hounce, the sheerest of habutai
slll be lub used for Illitj:l'l.u]l(lhl-'

GOOD CUCUMBER CREAM.

A Cosmetic Murh.- of This Common |
Vegetable Whitens Without |
Injuring the Bkin. \
= |
| Here & & formula for cuoumber
cream that canuot be excelled,
be made &t home, if you are carefnl to
have all utensils exquisitely clean and
lngredients  properly  measured and
welghed, The "oucumber sefison’ will
goon be here, and it will be well for you
o eut this oul for use when it is time,
Cut up enongh enenmbers (when ripe
enongly for the tabley o welgh two
pounds; mash them In & bardwood
bowl and let them stand all day; melt
threeandone: hall ounces of oll of sweet
almonds twoand onehalfdramzof white
wax, and nine drams of  spermaceti
over hot water; straln the liguor from
the encumbers and heal it a lttle; then
stir In the melted ofls, gradually; set
in the lee-chest to harden: then Leat
with a wooden spatula fo separate the
walely from the solld part; pour off
| the former and heat in a hall ounee of
glycerine without heating, working with
the hands, 1t will hecome thoroughly
incorporated into a cream. Put {nsmall
| jars, pour a little rosewdater over the
top, cover and.keep In s cool place, It
is a delightfully cool, as well as a fine
| bleaching eream. —-‘-mle: ted.

AN EMBROIDERY DES!GN

|This Graceful Pattern Is Not a Diffi-
cult One to Follow and May Be
Worked Plain or in Colors,

A pnumber of uses may be found for
a pretty deslgn such as this. Now
| that embroidered galloons are so much
used for trimming dresges and blouses,
this design worked on strips of sllk

GRACEFUL PATTERN,

or flue cloth would be very effentive. It
conld be worked with silk or flax thread
of one color, or In colors of the Howers
and follage. The buds are worked in
satln and knot-stitckas, the leaves and
small flowers all in satin-stitch, the
stalks in cording-stitch.

Erect Shoulders,

One way to correct round shoulders
in & schoolboy or girl is (o teach them
to sleop on & very stifly stuffed hair mat-
trese, with a pillow that 1ifts the head
but an Inch abovethe level of the rest
of the body. Asoftbed and plenty of
easy fullows Is one of the prime causss
of ercoked shounlders among our Amer-
lean children. To slesp with the head
very tigh 18 a mistake, and a soft bed
18 not brurnmthombmlﬂﬂ

one.

It can |

ng p'".ce of heroes As he hurried ona

On Memorial
Day

By SIDNEY DAYRE

W d

How IL hegan was pever Milly under-
stood. but it was well known that Rob
Wells and Will Barnes were not good
friends as formerly. There had been
some trouble in the arithmetie class.
Rob believed that Will had overlooked
some of his figuring and in the advan-
tage galned by this was able to stand
better than he otherwise would hl\re
dooe. This was & mistake, but Will was
too proud to say su. The breach once |
made Kept widening, until one hoy was
ready to believe nlmost apything of the
other,

g#l those, and they're as beautiful a4
anything.”

Leaving schoo! as carly ae possible. he
took & long walk over Lhe bills, coming
back with arms luden with woody treas-

| nres. Blue bells, dogwood and redbud—
i In their delicate loveliness they would
| compare well with the cholesst treasures
| of the garden. Twilight was advanelng

& he near+d home. Passing by Roba
garden, be pansed for a moment to jn-
hale the perfume of & Hlae which hung
over the fence. when his attention wes
altiracted to a movement inside,

“Looks as if nobody was at homes,” he
sald, remarking 1he closed apd soaced
window. Then a= hiz eyes strained
| throtgh the shudows he perceived that 8
cow was quietly feeding on Bob's choic-
est fluwers.

Laying vown his burden, he bounded
with & shont through the fromt gate,
Which had bee left open by some care-
less hand, Seizing a stick, he dealt =0

The two lived on the outskirts of a [ vigorously with the intruder as soon le
lively town, but thelr homes differed | send her fiying through the back yard

widely. Rob's was set in the middle of
& vard adorned with grassand rees. At |
one side was g small garden which was
Rot's especiel pride, He was fond of

Rowers, and deligitedly spent in the
care of them many hours which other
boys would have given to play, Snow-

bal
sarden on ope side, lowering vines
climbed upon the bouge, und in the neat-
Iy Kept beds blooming plants which had
through the winter been tenderly petted
in the house were planted a= early as the
weather would permit. His mother fos-
tered his love for Aowers, and the boys
all understocd and soilled over his fan-
cles about them.

“1 see you're putting out your gerani-
ums. Rob,” sald a ¢ um]-aniﬂn a% he came
on the playground on the morning. "l
passed that way. and they look fine.”

Yes,” ealil Rob, his face beaming, "1
alwavs like to get them ot as early as |
dare.”

“I'm afraid you're daring oo much
My father says we'ye gning to have fimst
YEL

“Well. I'm chancing 1t,”" sald Rob,
with a doubtful shake of his head, I
really hadn't the heart to keep them in
the honse any. lemger. Every time 1
went near them they looked at me so
pleadingly, as if they wanted tosay: ‘Do
eop how biright the sunt is and how warm
the air I=. Do Jet us out So 1 dld it
and youwought to have seenthem spoile,”

“Didn’t they gay. ‘Thank you? "

"Well, glmost, Notquite, but they
would if they could.”

‘Sure.”

‘And 1 don't gee,” went on Rob, “how
old Jack Frost 'rmlu find it in his con-
irlence to glve the heauties a nlp, Spe
clally when It's so near Memorial day."

You'll have o Ane show then,"

“You it Japk keeps off.”

A Iriemdly feeling toward the day we
love to honer veally did seem 1o possesy

the uld frost spivit this season in this |

,r

OVER THE HILLS,

locality, for be passell by on tip-toe,
keeping his cruel Angers away from the
lovely Lloom.

Wil Barves was among others who
lingered wistfully, when he was sure of
being nnobserved, near Rob's gay little
plat. His love for flowers was equal to
that of Hob, but all opportunity for grat
ifying it seemed ghut out of bis life. He
lived it oue of wrowof emall houses,
stialght, bare and unhonelike, He had
iried (o raise grass in the strip of ground
before the door, and had planied seed
in the morsel of a8 back yard. He had
brought & wild vine from the wouds dnd
tried (o traln It against the front of the
houge, But back and front yavds were
undivided from the others, and the dain-
ty shoots for which he eagerly watched
were soon tampled down by careless
footsteps, while the vine one day wilted,
and on examination was lound broken
off near the root,

The schoolboys entered beart and
soul into the celebration of Memorial
day, Proud was he who had & grand-
father who had borne his part in the na-
tlonal struggle—mnext to him those who
could boast of uneles and cousing ta a
remote degree  Those who could ring in
no ties of blood joined in o spirit of gen-
eral patriotism, .

“L declare, Rob,"" sald one of his
friends on the day vefore, “yvour Howers
look ae if they knew whal Lthey were be-
Ing rajzed for."”

“Den't they?" sald Rob, eagerly, as
the two stood and gazed at the luxuriant
bloom. “Don't they look Just as If they
wanted to say. ‘We're proud to do our
part in bouoring heroes. We're ready
lo die In a good cauge, just as they
dig? "

“Yed, yes," sald his friend, with a
faugh. "'1I'm not sure but 1 can more than
half hoor them say it. Youcould almost
trust them to make the memorial
speech.”

The 1stle gutiden was bonnded on one
gide by & cross street, thus allowing
ashundantireedom of observation to Lthose
who passed that way. As the boys talked
Will Barnes was dingonally crossing the
main sireel toward the corner, with a
view of feasting his eyes as he turned in
that direction. But eatching sight of the
boye he quickly changed his course and
kept on with an averted fack.

*“There's jealousy for you,"” sald Rob's
companion. “He ean't bear 10 see yon
snjoying what he can’t have himself.”

‘“What & scowl!"”

It was not, however, a seowl, but &
look of keen pain which had overspread
{bhe boy's face al thought of being not.
only shut out from the enjoyment of
wch poeeesion, but from the gratifica-
tion of being counted among those who
pould bring Joveliness to honor the rest-

now Jbought struck him.

| ering bis flowers.

, lllacs and eatly roses skirted his |

| and out into 1he eliey. Through this
| he went himself, fastening it, and then
returning to the tront to see that the
gate there was securely closed, Recov-
he went home. But
where was he to put them? The eve-
ning wis chilly, but jnside the small
house it was olose and hot, Very well
he knew that the tender bloom would
wilt in the uncopgenid! atmosphere.
There was no place ontsiidle where he
colld be suve thar vhey would be safe,
bul with many misgivings he gt last hid
them under the sieps of a back porch,
resolving to be up early o guard agalost
marauders.

Meantime Rob Wells, with the other
members of his family, renched home an
hour or two later, 1o be met by Lhe
kitehen maid with dire news

“Yes parden's ruined sl
sald, T heard a but bhefore 1
eould get there the meddlin’ thief was
oft, U've fook o llght out to seo and jL's

oh. my! He plght 'a’ been satisfied
with. thievin® without tramplie’ things
GOwWn 5o
1+ “Who was 1t2'
| “Conldn’t you see any body?

Well, I wouldn's 11ke to be put on my
i, hint U evep a oy that 1
rleht of runuin’ through
Inoked ke one hov more
waould

nnise,

eried Bob in wrath

LLN]

the slley
Lthan another that Loy
Barnes.”

| "Just Itk him

enviousiy at my

be Wit

He's glways looking
Howers. And now-—
t before Memorial day
| "l smoothed things upalittle ™ wdded
Jnlu de, chokiug with anger and with
|sun- which he could not repriss, Rok
hurried gut and bent over his dearly
| loved flowers, hreathing ont wrath ang
| Threatening at 1he destroyer,
| Il go to bim the first thing in the
norning, 'l tax bim with ft, 'make
him own up, and then we'll see who's thy
bept fellow
Jane, full of
1old the milk boy

indignaot sympathy
und the grocer's boy

K0 that by the time Rob was on his way
In the morning to eall Wil to account
half the boyvs in town had beard that
| Will Barnes. possessed by a spirit of
| spite and envy, had spoliled I{nb Wellg
garden.

| Meanwhile Wil having after his lobg
woud stroll overslept himself, had come
down In haste to look after his flowers,
only o find that morealert eyes had dis-
covered them, All the children in (he
| row were quarreling over the wonderful
find under the poreh, As with asioking
heart he wius turning away he came sud
denly face to face with Hob Wells. The

latter felt himseif full of words with
which o overwhivln lis foe, hat be now
gtood for a mowent for pure lpck of any

thing strong epough, And &t sight ul
bim Will suddently forgot his own tron
bie in recalling ol's somewhat similag
oue,

YOh" be hogan, with a look of frauk
sympathy. “how = it about your garden.
anyway? 1 had only got there g few
minutes edrlier I might have Wud that
oldl cow out belore she had done much
mischief. 1t wasa lttle tou dark for me

|10 see,”" he went on. as Hob stared into
his face without speuling. “Did yon
| find things very bund?™

‘It was—a cow, was L7 said RHob,
laken guite aback by tHi$ most un-
looked-for turn in the matter, “And you
| drove her out?"”

"Yes, How is it ;,umx to be with your
| decorntion Huwers
| “Come gver and h- 1p me x thew up,"
i sald Rob, after a pause

ST will, after breanlifast,

For an hour the two worked together
selting the beds in order, finding a much
| better supply left than they had dared
| 1o hope. Rob, as he went on, was laying

the flowers fu tweo lots

“These are for you," hie sald, as they

Anighed, “Yes, indeed,” as Will object-
ey “If it badn’t been for you | shouldo't
have bad any."

‘Rob." satd Wi, as they walked to-
gother 1o the place of meeting, “1 didn't
| do that you thought 1 did."

“"Why dido't you tell me s0 hefore?™
sald Rob, hall indignantly.

“Oh, 1 wis mad &t your thinking it,
and wonldn't.”

"We'll be friends after this.”

“Yes, of know the reason why."

The schoolboys stared as the two
came logether, carrylng equal shares of
what all recognized as the product of
Rob's garden.

“Will saved my garden last night,”
Rob explained to those within hearing,
who soon sent the explanation down the
line, “If it badn’t been for him |
shouldn't have had a flower this mory-
Ing.”

The two stood together listening to
the orator of the day as he said:

"“To-day we draw the mantle of God-
like charity over the past, and loving
hands pay equal tribute to the blue and
the gray. Brother and brother once
faced each other in combat, but they
now clasp hands in fellowship, knowing
it & good thing for man to wipe oui al)
bitter remembrance of the past.

Rob nudged Will, whispering:

"For boys, too."

Memorial Day.

Children, bring vour sweetest flowsrs?
sﬂm‘ and south and snst und west,

ng the fowers you love the but
Lay thom where the soldiers rest,

Children, bring your sweetest flowsers,
In memory of the gifl they Bnve,
Every noble man and brave

Wha =l {thin u soldie
~Anza M. Pratt, b Youth's Companten.
Exposing Family Bocrets.

Teacher—Now. children, when

thing Is uulhllrnumml
& ‘monster,

Jimmy Jones—Huh!

“There's !‘fﬁl flowers. Anybody ﬂl
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